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u Seven-year-old from Collegeville honored
for her love and commitment to animals.

M By MELISSA BROOKS M Times Herald Staff

7-year-old from Collegeville was honored recently
by the largest animal rights organization in the
world—and she’s not stopping at that.

PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals), headquartered
in Norfolk, Va., recently gave Ashraya Ananthanarayanan its
Compassionate Kid Award for convincing neighbors to return a captive

turtle into the wild.
An incoming third-
= pgrader at Oaks

\r e PR . Elementary, Ashraya is
Somany of us see thmgs already considered an ani-
that upset us (about animal =~ ™al activist in her own

backyard, by PETA and
by an animal welfare shel-
ter in India.

_ The small turtle living
behind her friend’s house
ventured into plain view a

~ couple of weeks ago and
was captured by two boys.
Ashraya watched the boys
house the tiny reptile in a
small cooler while dis-
cussing plans for their
new pet.

“That made me really
sad for the turtle, and I
became very upset,” she
said, attributing her disap-
pointment to the fact that the animal lost its freedom and had been
removed from its natural environment, without access to its proper food.

“I believe that animals should be able to have equal rights just as
humans,” she said.

Ashraya returned home from her play date and shared her concern
with her parents, Ponnani and Aarthy, who guided her to contact PETA
to find out more information.

“In her age, all she knew was it didn't feel right,” Ponnani said.

She called the animal rights organization herself and explained the
situation. “They told me it was illegal (keeping wild animals without a
permit is against state law),” Ashraya said, “so I went back to the par-
ents and pleaded with them to let it go.”

The next morning, the turtle was back home at Perkiomen Creek. “I
was very happy to see the turtle go,” she said.

PETA Campaign Coordinator Melissa Karpel said the organization
acknowledges the “work of individuals who have gone above and beyond
(to) lead a nice example in their community."”

The efforts of firefighters and businesses, anyone or any group saving
animals, she said, are recognized with a Compassionate Action Award,
something PETA started more than a year ago.

Since then, there have been & few kids in Ashraya’s company, Karpel
said, “who have done exceptional things for animals,” so PETA designat-
ed a kid’s award, 10 honor the exceptional on a case-hv.ease hagie

freatment), but not many go
above and beyond to do some-
thing about it. For a 7-year-old
child to follow through...that’s
really special.” |

Melissa Karpel
PETA Campaign Coordinator
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Ashraya Ananthanarayanan, shown with her dog Aryan and moth
backyard of their Collegeville home, is already a veteran animal rigl
at 7-years old. The little girl, whowho was honored by PETA, also le
efforts for an animal shelter in India.

organization. She was selected the shelter’s official child ambassa
her efforts.

This fall, Ashraya plans to release a CD, with 10 percent of the
ceeds going to PETA and 10 percent to Karunashram. She will als
a piano fundraiser to raise additional funds for the two organizatic
according to Ponnani.

When a school project required her to collect dead insects, ider
them and pin their bodies to paper, Ashraya received special pern
to create an alternative project. She said she achieved the same p
learning about insects, by reading books and writing about her fin



